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a thing and not a personality; hence the personal is no
criterion fop it. Indeed the especial significance of the
genuine art-work lies in the fact, that it has successfully
rid itself of the restraints and blind alleys of the personal
and breathes an air infinitely remote from the transitoriness
and short-winded excursions of the merely personal.
I must confess from my own experience that it is by no
means easy for the physician to lay aside his professional
spectacles when considering the work of art, and at the same
time to clear his judgment of the current biological causality,
But I have come to learn that although a psychology with
a purely biological orientation can with a certain measure
of justification be applied to men, it can never be applied
to the true work of art, and still less to man as creator. A
purely causalistic psychology is only able to reduce every
human individual to a member of the species homo sapiens,
since its entire range is limited to what is either transmitted -
or derived. But the art-work is not merely transmitted or
derived—it is a creative reorganization of those very deter-
minants to which a causalistic psychology must always
reduce it. The plant is not a mere product of the soil;
but a living creative process centred in itself, the essence
of which has nothing to do with the character of the soil.
In the same way the art-work must be regarded as a creative
formation, freely making use of every precondition. Its
meaning and its own individual particularity rests in itself,
and not in its preconditions. In fact one might almost
describe it as a being that uses man and his personal dis-
positions merely as a cultural medium or soil, disposing
his powers according to its own laws, while shaping itself
to the fulfilment of its own creative purpose.
But here I am anticipating somewhat, since I have in
mind a particular class of art-work which I must first
introduce. For not every work of art is produced under
this constellation, There are works, verse as well as prose
writings, that proceed wholly fron} the author's intention

